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Masa Sumide is arguably one of the best guitarists not only in Japan but in

the world. His new CD "Believe in Me" is his 13th original effort and it will
be out on February 3rd, 2011 under Slice Of Life Records. It has been
almost two years since the last original CD "Cat and Mouse" was released,

with a cover album "Good Company" published in between.

Right before the recording Masa told me that he had three concept words
for the new CD: Pop, groovy and swingy. And as it turns out the album has
more than lived up to his remark! The 15 tracks contained on this album
are like 15 short life stories that speak volumes on their own and the
listeners are sure to be absorbed by his "guitar talking" and to be

impressed deeply by his compositions as well.

| am absolutely confident that "Believe in Me" has a tremendous appeal not

only for guitar lovers but also for music lovers in general.

Now, with my brief and humble commentary, | would like to outline the

songs to you. So, please bear with me for a while.....
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1 Nightfall

HEn (Nighfall) . EENIctEZ ARDMT
ER S, RDFMICE < Masa Sumide D
Jazzy T IV—Ro ZILINLDA =T =Y
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This is a nice slow blues tune for opening the CD. It is

also jazzy, relaxing and good for putting on after sunset

as you and the song flow into the stillness of the night...

2 Alive and Kickin'
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For the intro Masa uses some interesting techniques
such as hammering on, pulling off, slide and
immediately he moves into a funky mode, his comfort

zone. | particularly like the base part and the harmonics

section towards the end, which is delightful.

3 Maiko-han Boogie
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You will probably be surprised to hear the intro that
sounds like something played with a koto, traditional
Japanese harp. And then Masa dives into the main
theme with a rapid-fire baseline and flowing melody. |
kind of like the song title too, which brings up the image
of a Maiko-han (apprentice geisha) dancing like crazy to
the rhythm! In addition, | cannot help grinning and

nodding at Masa's sense of humor and adventure.
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This. Masa Sumide HSNEETHY.
ERIEHIHDDODRICEREICERTISELNDEASD,

4 Ten to One
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This song revolves around a picking technique called
‘galloping" that Chet Atkins and Tommy Emmanuel are well
known for. Here, Masa brings it up a notch with his unique
phrases, muted baseline and so on. | think the trick is in the

right hand. Masa is in perfect control of it with full of

signature licks thrown in that only he can create.

5 Swing Time
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A jazzy tune as good as it gets. The swinging baseline and
spirited chord work...everything is so bouncy here. | can
easily picture Masa letting himself go and simply having fun

playing the guitar while you are feeding off his contagious

passion. No doubt this is a first-rate swing piece.

6 Believe in Me
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The CD title song with a cool jazz feel to it. Through his
sensitive touch and playing Masa seems to be saying

"Believe in me" to you and as a receiver you will be

amply rewarded emotionally.

7 Happy Ending
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This tune gets off to a good start with some cheery
muted notes. It also makes you feel happy and relieved
all the way from beginning to end. With a moderate
amount of percussive playing thrown in the song
sounds more graceful. In addition, the slowed down

ending flows nicely and gives the track more depth. Very

clever way of finishing the song!
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8 Sunny Afternoon
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EOFRDVEEE, ZARBERDBICF
HRERUWMERIS, BNV T U<
BBESBANESTVWAOT 1. BAREDD
EUWHEHEEZ TR THEDID,

On a sunny day, just taking it easy getting some mild
rays...is a kind of scene this song reminds me of. The
melody is very accessible and it makes me want to hum

along. It also tempts me to put some happy lyrics to it

and sing for myself...though | cannot carry a tune!?

9 Love Dance
E7IWINLFTROBERRH, BE7Y7 -
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fe R EY)D Masa Sumide DT =Y
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This is the most cheerful tune of the album and again |
am deeply impressed by Masa's technique and ability to
pull it off effortlessly. | particularly like the part where the

song slows down and comes back to its original tempo,

with the contrast providing a feeling of refreshment.

-

10 Autumn
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Listening to this song in triple time with your eyes
closed and giving yourself to it will stir up your

imagination and help you paint a picture of tree-lined

streets of Paris in autumn.

11 Escape
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Technique-wise it is similar to "Ten to One" (track 4) but
this one has unique twists and turns here and there and

will never bore you. Masa plays with vigor and proves

that he is still young at heart!
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Very thrilling tune that Masa composed in India where
he toured with Don Ross and other great finger pickers
in 2009. By coincidence Don also got inspired by the
country and wrote a song called "From France to India"
(on Breakfast For Dogs) during his stay there. It is
profoundly interesting to note that two expert
guitarists on a busy tour found enough time to

compose a song drawing some inspiration from the

same country they visited.
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13 Dreaming of You
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As the title suggests this ballad creates a dreamy world
of its own with a beautiful melody and shows what a
great guitarist and songwriter Masa is. He is
multifaceted and can play rock , funk, jazz and this type
of soulful ballad, which proves to be one of the reasons
why Masa has been highly praised by professional

guitarists both at home and abroad.
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14 Blue Water
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Written with the idea of the color of the tropical ocean. |
can see in my mind a vast expanse of waters just listening
to this invigorating tune. The combination of the clear
harmony and melody is sure to take you to a imaginary

seaside where a sailing yacht and seagulls flying high in the

sky complete the picture. What a smooth playing!

15 Gentle Rain

B UL (Gentle Rain) EEEanfic7—IL
KT —"TF Bk, BolchEETEN
Z)\A - IX\—hDEDBWAOT 1 ICHRDE
Z5IhnsBWEZL DD, A1 MBelieve
in Mey [FBENNCEZEAU 2.

Slow yet groovy tune. The melody is expressed
poetically through high notes and, although it has a
subtle swing to it, it puts you in a reflective mood. The

album comes to a close with this track, however, it will

linger in your mind long after it has ended...
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You can visit Masa's website for his detailed bio, however, | would like to make a summary
of his musical life here for those who are not so familiar with his guitar music or for thosi

who are just about to step into his music world.

Masa was 19 years old when he debuted as a member of a band called S

er as a solo acoustic guitarist. It was 199

adin' Easy", and in 2002 he returned home to Japan. He has produced on

r s e his first album and he continues to do 50 o this day.

shing one CD every year is nothing short of remarkable bec

s _
g uitarist worth hi;*!t needs at least a couple of years, sometime

_ come up with enough new materials for a full CD. Besi ing up this

with the pressure cooker recording situation r

illpower as well as physical endurance. What

easy and he has been at it for more than ten

Masa will be 55 years young in February 3, 2!

same amount of emotion Masa exudes playing the songs for y‘u.

©® 2011 Skinny Dog Music & Slice of Life Records. All rights reserved.
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